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Comics is often thought of as the joining of two c— 
forms: writing and drawing . But what happens between 
the panels isn't about either , it's the author's imagination 

Sco+t McCloud, Understanding Comics 


Ernies 


Comics are visual 
narratives which successfully 
tap the unexplored realms of imagination among all 
ts readers, children and adult alike. 

Comics have had a turbulent history so far. 
Besides raising the value of imagination and 
proclaiming the triumph of the good and the 
beautiful, they have also faced accusations of being 
frivolous, unclean, dark and negative. But that would 
a criticism of the content and not the medium. 
Comics have been indomitably resilient and have a 
way of rising from the ashes every time they have 
been proclaimed dead! What's kept them alive are 
their sheer reading pleasure and their place as social 
commentators, mixing information with imagination. 

eir relevance, equally to young and old, 
cannot be denied. 

The medium defies the logical style of 
narration and provides scope for broadened horizons 
and unlimited perceptions. Which of us has been left 
unaffected by the magical world of superheroes — 
Batman, Superman, Captain America and Mandrake 
he Magician? Or the mischief of Dennis the Menace, 
the cynicism of Calvin, the laziness of Garfield, the 
conf rontations between the Romans and a group of 
Gauls led by Asterix, or the adventures of Tintin? 

e list is endless. We all have mentally mimicked the 
world of these characters, which though unreal, 
provided an insight into the real world. 

Comics are now viewed as the unfolding of 
Iternative spaces. From 1865, when the first comic 
strip Max und Mortiz was introduced in German 
papers, upto the 1960's, which experienced a ‘dark’ 
e in comic history, this art form has covered 
milestones. Besides projecting a lopsided and 
humorous view of life through lovable and 
unforgettable characters, it raised issues on terror- 
ism, human rights, anarchism, racism and sexuaf poli- 
tics. Art Speigelman's legendary holocaust creation, 
Maus, shook the world and won the Pulitzer Prize. 

It was in the US that the comic form 
flourished. Joe Sacco, another legend, catapulted 
comics into the mainstream def inition of acceptable 
reading. The Times published his strips regularly. But 
it was Robert Crumb who initiated and popularised a 
whole new genre in comics- underground comics'. He 
did a lifetime of work on the American way of life. 
His (much too) honest depiction of reality and his 
subversive brand of humour won him as many 
accolades as criticism. 

According to McCloud, comics, or story 
telling through visuals, have an older history than 


what is commonly believed. He says, "Comics is about 
three thousand years old and maybe as old as art 
itself." Some examples, though they adopted a 
different style, are ancient Egyptian wall paintings 
on domes and the walls of ancient Indian temples, 
such as the murals of Kerala. 

Over five hundred years ago, there were 
European broadsheets that were more contemporary in 
form and narrated events in pictures. European comics 
were the first to make an impression and each nation 
had its own little term of endearment for the comic. In 
France, they used the term ‘BDs' or ‘BandeS Dessinee’, 
as a term for drawn strips. The Italians called them 
'fumetti' or 'little smokes' because the blurbs looked 
like little smoke clouds. 

It was from France, however, that the next 
international comic wave began. Georges Remi's Tintin 
and Goscinny and Uderzo's group of indomitable Gauls 
led by Asterix, Obelix and Getafix the Druid, hit the 
readers' imagination in such a way as to give a whole 
new meaning to comics. The Europeans also blazed a 
new trail in science fiction and historical portrayals. 

Almost parallel to these developments in 
comics was the evolution of Japanese comics 
('Manga'). The emergence of Tetsuwan Atom (1951) 
created by Tezuka set the ball rolling with one of 
the best loved science fiction comics with a robot 
like character. This interesting representation of a 
super hero who fought for peace is best known as 
‘Astro Boy'. Apart from science fiction, Japanese 
comics lent themselves well to thrillers and under- 
ground comics. In the 80's Kiji Nakazawa's General 
of Hiroshima, a vivid, thought provoking 
autobiographical work once again brought out the 
maturity of style in the Japanese Manga. 

In the Indian context, comics are but a 
logical continuation of the strong pictorial and 
narrative tradition that it already has. The 'pata 
chitrad or scroll paintings of Bengal and the 'phad of 
Rajasthan' exemplify this. Both these techniques 
combine the excitement of both the oral and visual 
form of story telling. Anant Pai who started the Amar 
Chitra Katha series made the first successful foray in 
this domain. Comics, he proved, were worthy of 
narrating s acred epics like the Mahabharata, the 
Ramayana and other mythological tales. In the sixties 
and seventies, Tndrajal Comics brought to the Indian 
doorstep almost every favourite comic 
world character. 

Today, there is a 
growing movement of comic 
book lovers who are trying to 
inject new life into this 
wonderful art form. 


VIVALOK COMICS 






s 






Aithihyamala or The Garland of Legends is one of the most popular books to come 
out of Kerala, the southernmost state of India. Written in Malayalam in the early 
decades of this century, these fascinating legends began to get compiled and published 

in book form in 1909. Kottarathil Sankunny was both compiler and narrator of these 
legends. 


Sankunny was born in 1854 in Kottayam, southern Kerala. For Kerala, the 
nineteenth century was a period of calm continuity with the past, whereas the twentieth 
brought in social, political and economic changes almost like an avalanche, Sankunny 
seems to have been encapsulated in the past, his literary taste that of a neo-classicist 
of the nineteenth century and his attitude to life, that of an old fashioned, orthodox 
Hindu. The only indication we get of his keeping pace with changing times was his 
association with Europeans and Christians. 


Kottarathil Sankunny belonged to an upper caste Hindu family of Ambalavasis or 
temple functionaries who were orthodox and ritualistic. Well versed in Sanskrit and 
Malayalam, many of them were ayurvedic physicians, astrologers and magic- 
practitioners. This background explains why Kottarathil Sankunny's Garland of Legends 
is all about temples and their deities. Most of them involve Namboodiris or Malayali 

brahmins and their miraculous attainments, and about so many matters associated with 
Hindu life. 


Aithihyamala is all about Kerala's "storied" past. Story is a blanket term, including 
mythological tales, epic lore, supernatural and magical legends, heroic tales, animal 
fables, parables and anecdotes. This rich heritage comes down partly through 
literature and partly through the oral tradition of folklore. Local deities, beliefs and 
rituals have shown tough powers of survival, presence and even creativity. The 
pan-Indian sanskritic traditions have not been able to oust them. The great 
{sanskritic) goddess is identified with Amman, the local goddess. A net of deep 

psychological processes link the past with the present, the great Indian with the 
local, the collective psyche with the individual. And folklore is the language of the 
psyche at some of its deeper levels and more creative moments. 










Sankunny was not a folklorist in the strict sense of the term. He was more of a 
sahrdaya, delighting in stories and storing them up for other people's delight. He was 
not aware perhaps of the literary, sociological, and psychological implications, and 
pauses often in the course of narration to announce a moral with a pertinent remark 
or adorn a tale with an ethical comment. 

Sankunny, whose legends concerned mostfy Namboodiris, is keenly interested in 
tales of the supernatural and the legendary feats of Namboodiri magicians, in the stories 
of maharajas and other chieftains, in the brave doings of heroes and elephants. The 
temple-centered routine of his upper caste Hindu life was so self-contained and so full of 
variety that he hardly ever stepped out of his own community to explore other worlds. 

Some of the tales are historical fike that of Arakkal Bibi, and some have their place in the 
borderland between fact and fiction, the comic and the serious. The commonsense and 
expertise of celebrated ayurvedic physicians are as exciting as the elephant stories where 
Sankunny's affection for them almost humanises them. 

Aithihyamala presents a world of medieval Hinduism extending down to the present. Its 
values are those of devotion and worship, its clock the sound of the temple conch, its 
calendar not so much of days and dates as of the rising and setting of stars and the waxing 
and waning of the moon and the festivals of temples. It is a serene world but not without 
excitement and drama and a mellow earthy humour. 

Prof. B. Hrydaya Kumari is a noted scholar, writer 
and activist. She taught English Literature at the 
Women's College, Thiruvananthapuram, till her 
recent retirement. This note is extracted from a 
larger article written by her. 
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MYTHS, L&G&4PS 
an t? FOLK TALES 




M.D.Muthukumaraswamy. 

National Folklore Support Centre, Chennai 
The NFSC is dedicated to the promotion of Indian folklore research, training, networking and publications. 


For those who want to make 
sense of the world we are in, myths, 
legends and folk tales offer rich cultural 
resources of existential help. These three 
different genres can be grouped under the 
larger umbrella of ‘folklore’. According to 
the well-known folklorist, A.K. Ramanujan, 
“wherever people live there is folklore.” 

Myths are not about gods and 
goddesses as they are normally 
perceived to be. They deal with 
impossible life situations that are part of 
the human predicament. Accidents, 
unnatural births and deaths, nature’s fury, 
the relationship between character and 
destiny, good and evil, conflicts in unjust 
societies, human action and supernatural 
designs, origin of events, places, objects, 
species and ideas about the cosmos, are 
some of the recurrent themes of Indian 
myths. Given the intensity of such 
themes, only gods and goddesses can 
sometimes unravel these formidable 
issues. Pan Indian myths share ritual and 
festival calendars with highly varying 
regional, local and village temple myths. 
Major Indian festivals, belief systems, 
temple ceremonies, life cycle ceremonies, 
ritual components and behavioural 
patterns within rituals depend on what 
myths say. The major corpus of pan 
Indian Hindu myths contains eighteen 
major divisions, and their millions of 
variations and versions have led to the 
creation of exquisite temple architecture, 
stone and bronze sculptures, music and 
dance. Jain and Buddhist myths also 
have a pan Indian character with regional 
variations in architecture, sculpture, ritual 
and life cycle ceremonies. Indian tribal 
myths address the same set of issues but 
they do not share anything with the pan 
Indian myths. 

Legends are historical chronicles, 
not necessarily authenticated, of local 
heroes, antiheroes and their heroic 
deeds. The local heroes of iegends could 
be bandits, chieftains, caste and clan 
leaders and their heroic deeds could be 
winning a local battle or getting a cowherd 


from a rival group. Indian 
legends normally contain detailed 
descriptions of local geography, infusing 
places with historical meaning. Forts, 
monuments, gathering places, courses of 
rivers, mysteries of thick forests, 
mountain terrains, secret spots in the 
ocean, navigating the deserts, animal 
behavior and man’s struggles against 
nature, form the corpus of Indian legends. 
The heroic values embedded in the 
legends are often communicated through 
various folk forms, and over a long 
passage of time legends blur into myths. 

Folk tales are about everyday life. 
Mundane, earthy and honest 
negotiations that they are, their meanings 
are best found in their original contexts. 
The telling of a tale warrants a situation. 
Situations create versions of tales. So any 
tale at any given point is always retold. 
With every retelling, tales travel — across 
generations, languages and regions. They 
are like floating magic carpets which 
entertain, educate, ret, fume, take 
vengeance or amuse. They reveal politics 
of kinship and inter-community 
relationships in a particular region. We 
learn the natures of mothers, fathers, 
brothers, various in-laws, sons, daughters 
and grand parents from folk tales much 
more than contemporary psychology 
would reveal. Through folk tales we 
understand the roles of brahmins, fakirs, 
sadhus, astrologers, magicians, kings, 
clowns, fairies and genies and various 
animals. Could we have made sense of 
the world in this manner without folk 
tales? Folk tales also generate proverbs 
and riddles. 

It is important to understand the 
general functions of myths, legends and 
folk tales in our society so that we 
appreciate their particular contexts. 

The ultimate challenge is not 
about making folklore accessible 
but it is about making 'folklore in 
context 1 accessible to 
audiences. And that is 
this series intends to do. 
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i VELU, DO 4 
SOMETHING// I'M 
GOING TO DIE. 


yes 

UNCLE/ 


— — 




THE ELDER MOOSSU 
OF VAVAKKARA 


IT 15 A WELL KNOWN FACT THAT WHAT A VAIDyAN 1 NEEDS M05T ARE THE BLESSINGS OF HI5 
GURUS AMD A 5PECIAL GRACE THAT ENDOWS HIM WITH A HEALING TOUCH. PUT WHAT IF HE 
15 A GREAT 5CHOLAR AND ALSO BLESSED WITH THE5E 5PECIAL QUALITIES? THEN 5URELy 
IT BECOMES LEGEND. OF ALL THE EIGHT FAMOU5 VAIDyAN FAMILIE5, THE VAVAKKARA M0055U 
FAMILy, 5INCE THE OLDEN DAyS, ENOOyED A UNIQUE REPUTATION BEING FULLy P055E55ED 
OF ALL THE FINE ATTRIBUTES OF TRADITIONAL 
LEARNING AND HARD COMMONSENSE. 
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^ I AM 
M0055U. 

what do you 

v WANT? ^ 


^ IT'S MV UNCLE/ 
HE 15 GOtm TO DIE 

IF you DON'T DO 
^ zoMeruiNG/ . 


1. A doctor of indigenous medicine like Ayurveda 
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HE'S UNABLE 

TO CLEAR HIS BOWELS AND 
BLADDER/ UlS BELLV IS SWOLLEN 
AND HE'S SCREAMING IN AGONy. UE 
CAN NEITHER LIE DOWN, SIT, 
NOR SLEEP- 




GRIND THIS PUMPKIN STALK TO A 
PASTE, MIX IT WITH WARM WATER 
AND GIVE IT TO yOUR PATIENT— 


SO ^ 
SIMPLE/ 
WILL IT 
WORK? 


THE PULL STALK? 
> IT MAy BE 
TOO MUCH/ LET 
ME GIVE ONLy 
UALP THE STALK 
l TO UNCLE AND , 
Ik. SEE WHAT 
U\ HAPPENS/ / 


AND MINUTES 


LATER 
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BUT 500K3 


J IT' 5 
WORKED/ 


^ UMM... ^ 
DID you GIVE 
HIM THE FULL 
^ STALK? 


EM0U<3I4 


X wuy \ 

DIDN'T you 
LISTEN TO ME? 
THIS TIME GIVE 
HIM THE REST. 

v 00/ y 


owLy 

HALF/ 









H 

D 
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OWE DAy A MAPPl 
CAME TO THE ELDER 
M0055U WITH A 
5TRAMGE MALAI5E... 



51GU! 




6IGU!t 


^ 60 , yoa WAMT TO L05E 

WEIGHT? TO TELL yOU TUE TRUTH I 
DOM'T 6EE AWy POIMT 110 TREATING you 
MOW A5 yOU WILL DIE WITUIM THIRTY , 
^ DAy 6... 



IF yOU 5URVIVE 
py TUE GRACE OF GOD, 
THEM COME TO ME AFTER 
THIRTY DAy6 AMD WE CAM 
DECIDE OM THE C0UR6E OF 
^ yOUR TREATMEMT.^^ 
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AFTER A MOWTH 


^ A MOWTU HA5 
SOME &y AWD I'M 5TILL 
ALIVE IW FLESH AMD 
) BLOOD, WOW WHAT.f^ 


n. i * ! ,«• i > .v 


to; 



^ on wo, ^ 

you WOW'T DIE, DOW'T WORRy. 
THERE ARE WAyS TO SET THIW PEOPLE 
FAT BUT IT'S EXTREMELy DIFFICULT FOR 
THE FAT TO GET THIW. SO I HAD WO 
. OPTTOW BUT TO PUT yOU THROUGH . 
SEVERE MEWTAL AWXIETV. 


/ I WAWTED \ 
TO MAKE you EAT 
LITTLE OR WOTHIWG. 
WORRy IS THE BEST 
WAy TO LOSE WEIGHT, 
SO WHAT I TOLD yOU 
A MOWTH AGO WAS My 
V TREATMEWT/ / 

\ ueu ueu.f \ 


m?a 



AWD 

IT WORKED, DIDWT IT? 

WOW SEE THAT yOU DOW'T SWELL UP 
LIKE BEFORE. EXERCISE REGULARLy 
TILL yOU BREAK IWTO A SWEAT. TOO 
MUCH MOWEy AWD FOOD HAS MADE 

. you SLOppy. wow discipuwe ^ 

\ yOURSELF, DO yOU HEAR? 


IW5TR 


AWD LIVED TILL A RIPE OLD AGE 
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AND TUEN TUERE'5 TI4E STORy OF THE 
LADy WHO STRETCHED HER LEFT HAND 
TO GET SOMETHING FROM THE ^ 

TOP OF THE CUPBOARD... ^ 


^ CAN'T you 5EE? 

IT WONT COME DOWN/ STOP READING 
THAT NEWSPAPER AND HELP ME/// 
X. AWOOoo... "X 


GET SOME HELP QUICK" 


WHAT ADOUT YOUR 
HAND My DEAR?/ , 


x EVIL X 

' 5PIRITS HAVE 
TAKEN OVER 
THIS HAND. I'LL 
v DEAL WITH j 
X THEM. X 


I RECOMMEND A 


IT'S RHEUMATISM/ 


THE ELDER MOOSSU WAS THE ONLy 
ANSWER. 


BUT THE HAND 
RATHER LIKE A 


■D UP 
POLE. 


SAAR/ yOU ARE 
OUR ONLV HOPE/ 
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UUSBAND OF THE 
LADY, REMOVE I4ER 
CLOTHES' _ 


^ OKAY' LET HER STAND 
ON THAT STOOL, WOW TIE UP 
HER RIGHT HAND TIGHTLY WITH 
A ROPE TO THAT RING ON THE 
v RAFTER OF THE CEILING/ ^ 


GOOD/ 

AND 

WOW... 


AYOOO// 


SOOOE55 eUAOAWATI, 
HOW CAW I? IW FROWT OF 

ALL THESE PEOPLE? 


014/ SO you WON'T 
DO IT/ THEN I SHALL 
HAVE TO DO IT , 
L-, „ My SELF// , 


ACUO 




HER UAND CAME DOWN/ 


r — — - - - 


' THERE ARE MANY MORE 
STORIES AROUWD THIS BRILLIANT 
AWD PRACTICAL VAIDYAW, THE GREAT 
ELDER MOOSSU, TOO INNUMERABLE TO 
RECOUNT IN THIS VOLUME...BUT I 
HOPE YOU LIKED THESE... 


AND TUE TREATMENT 
WAS OVER/ 


vr jF >-/. 


V jg, 


r* jH 






* % 
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PUL1AMBILLI NAMB00DIR1 WAS A BRAUMIN WITU MAGICAL POWERS. ME WAS A SUAKTA, A DEVOTEE OF THE 
GODDESS BMAGAWATI. ME REGULARLy MEDITATED ON TUE GODDESS. OK) TUURSDAyS AND FRIDAyS AMD 
OK) TUE DAyS WUEK) TUE MOOK) CUANGED, UE COKJDUCTED UI5 WORSUIP WITU MEAT AK)D SPIRITS 
EXACTLy AS PRESCRIBED IK) TUE RITUALS. AT TUE END OF TUE WORSUIP, ME DRANK A LOT OF 
ALCOUOL. TUIS UPSET TUE SO-CALLED TRULy DEVOUT NAMBOODIRIS OF TUE REGION. 




.-'"''CUEE, CUEE/ 
BLASPUEMy, I CALL IT-' 
MEAT AND DRINK IN 1415 
P(JDA/ 


^ VBtODA VEMDAr ^ 
5Ay NO MORE/ AMME 
^ BI4AGWATI/ / 


WI4AT' 5 MORE, 

UE DRINK5 TUE ALCOUOL 
UE U5E5 FOR WORSUIP/ 


.'"'LET'S CATCU ' 
UlM RED-UANDED. 
OUR KING WILL DO 
i TUE RE5T, I 5Ay/ 


ONE DAy. 


READy, TUI5 IS OUR) 

^ cman ce/ 

fe~^^UERE^ 

■MW ME COMES. 
Imi MISSION 
|F^> ACCOMPLISHED/ 









1 1 ,1 

r.wfl 

m 



1. No no! 
14 
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— ^no/ you 

/ MU5T TAKE 1 
THE CLOTH OFF 
TUE POT'S MOUTH 
V AMD SUOW US, j 

\ K)OW/ 


^ I'M OKJLV TAKING 
SOME BOILED ARECA 
NUTS TO My ROOM AND 
I'M GETTING RATHER 
. LATE. IF yOU COULD v 
V _ OUST... 


" TUEy THINK I'M 
SITTING DUCK TODAy. SO 
> LET ME NOT DAMPEN 
V THEIR EXCITEMENT. 


ER... NOTHING 
SPECIAL/ „ 


GASP 


t 


MAA5UAM/ 


EACH IN TUE HOUSE 
TUE ARECA NUTS 
HAD TURNED BACK 
INTO ALCOHOL/ 




DIDN’T I SAy THERE ' 
WERE ARECA NUTS INSIDE/ 
GREAT BRAHMINS, ARE yOU 
^ SATISFIED NOW? 



LET'S GO 7 s5 
TO THE KING. HIS 
ROyAL DECREE IS 
THE ONLV 
_ ANSWER. 


^ I'M SURE 
HE DRINKS THE ALCOHOL 
AT NIGHT. BUT IN THE 
MORNING HE'S STONE 
^ COLD SOBER. HOW/? S 




BUT THE NAMBOODIRIS WERE NOT 
GOING TO GIVE UP SO EASILY.. , 


THE ONLy WAy 
15 TO CATCH HIM 

AT WU3UT. 


2. Damn! 
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FIND OUT THE "" 
EXACT DAY OF TUE MEXT 
5UAKTI PUDA/ 


TIRUMEMI, 3 I'VE 
CALCULATED TUAT ALREADY. 
IT'5 OM TUE DARK MIGHT OM 
TUE FOURTU MOMTU OF 
CAMCER. 




OW rue DARK WISUT OW TUE FOURTU MOWTU OF CAWCER 


KNOCK/ . 
„ KNOCK/ 


TUE KIMG UA5 SEMT\ 
FOR YOU. UI5 
GUARDS ARE UERE. 50 
LATE AT WIGUT...AWD 
YOU 50 DRUMK.EMDE 
\ DUAGWATI' 5 


TUE KIMG/ YAWM/ \ 
OU TUE KIMG? DOW'T WORRY, 
OUST 5EMD WORD TO TUE 
TIRUMEMI TUAT I'LL PE TUERE 
WUEM rue MOON RI5E5. I 
. CAW'T GO IM TUIS / 
\ DARKME5S. 




MOKKU ! 4 
WAKE UP/ 


U^ADIULr^ jREPLY WAS RECEIVED 


^ TIRUMEMI, ^ 
WILL A SOPER 
MAM EVER SAY 
. TUAT? „ 


Zf7 TUU5 SPAKE 
J { OUR LEARWED 
MAMPOODIRI. 

A wee uaaa 
V weeee/ v 


r so UE x 
EXPECTS TUE M00M 

To R(5E IK) TUIS 
DARK WIGUT/ 


DRUMKEM 

MAMPOODIRI 


UU/ WUAT...WUAT LET ME SLEEP/ 


3. Term of respect for a noble man 4. Look 5, Oh my Goddess! 
16 
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UU...UUU... 

WUAT DID I 5Ay? ENDE 
&I4AQWATI/ I'VE MADE A 


I 

TRIED 

TO 

WAKE 

YOU... 


TCUCUCU-.-&UT,.,BCIT...THE DARK 
WIQI4T OP TUE POCIRTU MONTH OP CANCER 

\S..MOOK)L£55/ _ 



Ayyo...rM 

D OWE FOR. 



5U0DEWty 





tub moov z. 

TUB MOOU ‘ 
TUB Moot) 

UA5 RI5Bt)!f! 
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TIRUMENI, PULIAMEMLU 
NAMBOODIRI 15 HERE J 


Jk • i. j- ft 

j a g- .5* jr \ X Vt T: ^ 

{fJ***LJ 

“ .lA * / / / 

1 V< ■ ■-"3FT J 


WU0'5 h 

AIm PJ 1/ 

JOE* '3' 

ili WtSw ^ ’ / 1 

1 1 

V ''te > TUERE?x 


j 



THE KIWG CAME OUT AMD 5AW THE RADIAWT MOOK) AMD TUE LIQUT 
IT 5HED OVER THE WHOLE WORLD, HE FELT REALLy 50 RRY THAT HE 
HAD DOUBTED THI5 MAW AWD LOADED PULIAMBILLI WITH 5EVERAL 
GIFT5 AWD 5EWT HIM HOME. &y THE TIME PULIAMBILLI REACHED 
HOME, THE MOOW AWD ALL THE MOOWLU3HT HAD COMPLETELy 
VAWI5HED AWD DARKWE55 WA5 EVERyWHERE. 



IT 15 5AID THAT 
5HE OF THE THREE 
WORLD5, THE ALL 
POWERFUL (30DDE55 
WHO L0VE5 HER 
DEV0TEE5, WILL 
WEVER LET THEM 
DOWW OR HAVE 
THEM HUMILIATED, 
5HE 15 5AID TO 
HAVE RAI5ED OWE 
OF HER BRILLIAWT 
EARRIW<35 UP TO 
THE 5KV AWD THE 
PEOPLE WHO 5AW 
IT MI5T00K IT FOR 
THE RE5PLEWDEWT 
MOOW-' 

MAWy PEOPLE IW 
KERALA 5TTLL 
C0W5IDER 
PULIAMBILLI 
WAMBOODIRI TO BE 
THEIR FAMlLy 
DEITy. 

IT 15 5AID THAT 
HI5 ILLAM 6 WA5 IW 
KOZHIKODE AWD IT 
15 WOW MORE THAW 
FIVE HUW ORED 
yEAR5 5IWCE 
HE DIED, 



6. Homestead 
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ARAKKAL BIBI WAS ORIGINALLy PROM KANNOOR IN BRITISH MALABAR PROM 
THE CHIRAKKAL TALUK. HER LINEAGE TAKES ITS ROOT FROM A 
SEPARATED BRANCH OF THE CHIRAKKAL KOLATHIRl MAHARAJA'S Dy NASTY. 
HOW DID THE TWO FAMILIES SEPARATE? THE STORy GOES LIKE THIS... 

TILL THE FOURTH CENTURy OF THE MALAVALAM CALENDAR, 1 THE 
KOLATHIRl MAHARAJA'S PERMANENT DWELLING PLACE WAS THE CAPITAL 
OF THE LAND OF KOLATUU, THE E2HIMALA FORT. THIS PLACE IS ABOUT 
TWENTy MILES NORTH OF KANNOOR. THE KOLATHIRl MAHARAJAS LIVED 
AT THE E2HIMALA FORT TILL THE 7TH CENTURy. 



AT THAT TIME, IN THE 
E2HIMALA HOUSEHOLD, 
THERE LIVED TWO 
^UNMARRIED PRINCESSES 



COME CHECHl/^ 
THERE'S WO OWE 
AROUWD, LET'S GO 
FURTHER.' WE'RE 
ALWAyS STUCK 
TO THIS WALL/ , 


'"STOP PULLIWG^ 
My ARM-' I'LL GET 
TIRED GOIWG . 
SO FAR. 



S COME OW, ^ 
SPOIL SPORT 
SISTER/ LET'S 
HAVE SOME 
FUN/ 


^ WELL 
ALRIGHT, BUT WOT 
^ VERy FAR' V 


1. Approximately 13th century in the English calender 2. Elder sister 
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SUDDENLY 


< p ^ i cuecui/^x 

enough, com, 

LET'S MEAD 
>W BACK. X 


My LIMBS/ I CAN'T GO ON/ 
TME CURRENT... AAAAM, IT'S 
PULLING AT My FEET/ ENDE 
DEIVAME / OM My GOD/ . 


you MEAD 

PACK. I'LL 

follow you 



I'M GO! m 
UNDER/ 


CWECMt, CMECM1/ 

HURRY/ DON'T 
PANIC , JU5T 

\ ^ SWAf/ , 0 - 




THANK GOD SHE'S 
BREATHING/ I'LL 
DRAG HER TO TME 
SHORE GUICKLy/ 


HELP/ 
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CUECUl X 
THANK SOD yOU'RE 
SAFE/ COME OUT, 
WHAT ARE yOU 
V WAITING FOR? / 


014/ I CAN GUESS. (4ER 
UPPER GARMENT MUST 
HAVE BEEN SWEPT AWAy &y 
THE CURRENT, SO SHE'S 
SHy TO STEP OUT, 


/ HERE, \ 
PLEASE x 
TAKE THIS. 
IT'S NEW, 
SO I THINK 
IT'S QUITE 
WORTHy , 

\0P you// 


r CHECHI, AREN'T you x 
LUCKy/ NEVER THAT FAR 
INTO THE RIVER 
X AGAIN- NEVER... 


^ HE IS x 
A SOLDIER IN OUR 
MAHAR/OA'S ARMy. A 
MUSLIM RECRUIT. 


WHAT A NICE 
MAN/ MAy 
BHAGAWATI 
BLESS HIM/ 



5> MOLE/ 3 MAy “ 
BHAGAWATI be praised/ 
yOU'RE SAFE/ COME IN 
QUICKLy AND GET 
DRE55ED. 


this IS A5 

FAR AS I GO AMMA 
I'LL NOT STEP 
. INTO THE HOUSE/ 



3. Daughter 
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AMMA, CUECUl REFUSES 
- TO BUDSE/ - 


TUEN I'UL WAVE 
TO CALL IN TUE 
KARMVARSA 



MOLt, WWy SO MUCU FUSS 
TO COME IN? COME ON, yOU 
CAN TELL U5. ^ 



x. x My DEAR AMMAVA5, LISTEN/ 

~ TUE MUSLIM yOUTU UELD My UAND AS UE WAS 
TRyiNO TO PULL ME OUT OF TUE WATER, FURTHER 
SAVE ME UlS BRAND NEW SECOND MUtJDU 6 TO 
^ COVER My SELF, 


TUE KOLATMIRI 
MAUARA^A IMMEDIATEUy 
SENT POR TUE 
WAMBOODIRI PRIESTS. 


NONSENSE.' WE MU5T 
UAVE A REPENTANCE 
CEREMONy/ TUE SIRL 
UA5 TO BE PURIFIED 


SO CAN yOU SEE UOW 
mr TUE TWO MOST IMPORTANT 
r RITUALS OF My WED DINS UAVE BEEN 
COMPLETED? yOU UAVE DECREED TUAT 
WE ROyAL PRINCESSES SUOULD NOT MARRy 
MUSLIMS. SO, ACCORDINS TO TUAT, I'VE 
BEEN RENDERED IMPURE AND AM AN 
K OUTCASTS. THEREFORE, I CANT s 
L 1 STEP INTO TUE U0U5E. 


AND AT LEAST 
A COUPLE OF 
5A0VA5 I 7 _ 


yES, TIRUMENI, 
TUE SIRL MU5T 
x REPENT/ 


ft 1 

1 

M 




EMAIKJED 


z^AMMAVAN, My MIND 
IS MADE UP. I FEEL MySELF 
ALREADy MARRIED TO 
-x TUAT yOUNS MAN. ^ 


VERy WELL TUEN. 
I'LL SEE WUAT I CAN 
DO. 5ISU/ ^ 


BUT 




* ** r 


Elders from the mother's side of the family 5. Mother's brothers 6. Unstitched garment commonly worn in Kerala 7. Grand feasts 
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THE KING AMD 1415 NOBLEMEN TOOK A 30INT DECISION) TO^fe 

BUILD AN) OTHER ROyAL HOUSEHOLD CLOSE TO THE MAIN) 

OME. THE KING GAVE TUE PRIMCESS MONEy, JEWELS, 

VESSELS AMD AMVTHIMG ELSE SHE MIGHT MEED. ///m^ 


THUS DEAR READERS, THE PRIMCESS AMD THE MUSLIM yoUTH WERE MARRIED AS PER ISLAMIC RITES. 
FROM THAT DAy 0WWARD5, SHE WAS KNOWN AS ARAKKAL DIDI. THE yOUNG MAN WAS WELL LOOKED AFTER 
&y DIBI'S FAMILy AS WAS THE CUSTOM. THE MANAGEMENT OF THE PROPERTy WAS IN DIEM'S HANDS IN 
KEEPING WITH THE TRADITION OF NAIR FAMILIES. 



ARAKKAL DIDI WAS CLEVER AND 
EFFICIENT AND LOOKED AFTER 
EVERyTHl NG TO PERFECTION. 
THE MALE ISSUES DORN IN HER 
FAMILy WERE CALLED 
ARAKKAL KINGS. WE ALL 
KNOW THAT MUSLIM WOMEN 
KEEP PURDAH AND OTHER 
MEN WERE NOT ALLOWED TO 
SEE THEM. DUT HERE, THE 
TAMDURANS OF THE CHIRAKKAL * 
FAMILy COULD MEET THE 
WOMEN OF ARAKKAL QUITE 
FREELy. WHEN TUEy CAME, THE 
ARAKKAL KINGS RECEIVED THEM 
WITH GIFTS AND FANFARE, 
GRADUALLY THE GLORy AND 
PROSPERITy OF THE ARAKKAL 
FAMILy INCREASED TO THE 
EXTENT TUAT "HALF CHIRAKKAL 
IS ARAKKAL" BECAME A LOCAL 
SAVING. 
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WELL KNOWN 5UBRAMANIAN TEMPLE. THIS TEMPLE WAS OFFICIATED W SOME NAMBOODIRIS 
OF THE KIDANGOOR VILLAGE. 

HERE DWELT A FAMOUS ELEPHANT, a TUSKER &y THE NAME OF KANDANKORAN. IN 
APPEARANCE AND NATURE HE WAS INCOMPARABLE/ ANOTHER ELEPHANT LIKE HIM WAS NOT 
EVEN HEARD OF IN ANy OTHER PROVINCE/ HE HAD A NOBLE HEAD WITH BEAUTIFUL TUSKS 
THAT CURVED IN FRONT. AND HOW GRAND HE LOOKED WHEN HE WALKED IN THE TEMPLE 
PROCESSION CARRyiNG THE DEITy ON HIS BACK/ 



BUT MOST OF ALL, 
KANDANKORAN'S INTELLIGENCE 
WAS LEGENDARy. HE WAS 
MILD-NATURED AND HUMBLE 
TOO. EVEN WHEN THE ^UICE 
FLOWED FROM HIS RUTTING 
TEMPLES HE NEVER KILLED 
ANyONE, NOR GORED HIS 
FELLOW ELEPHANTS 
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BUT DESPITE UI5 REALLY AMIABLE MANNER, UE NEVER TOOK ORDERS FROM ANY OTUER MAUOUT EXCEPT U 
OWN. UE WAS NEVER FETTERED WITU ANKLE-BANGLES LIKE OTUER ORDINARY ELEPUANTS BUT ALLOWED TO 
ROAM AROUND FREELY. AT NIGUT UE WOULD FIND A RESTING PLACE AND GO TO SLEEP. 


I'M NOW GOING TO 
TELL YOU WUY 
KANDANKORAN WAS SO 
LOVED BY ALL AND 
UOW UE CAME TO BE 
A LEGEND IN KERALA. 


KANDANKORAN WAS KNOWN FOR UlS GENEROSITY 


TUE5E BUFFALOES TUOUGU 
GOOD FRIENDS OF MINE, 

ARE QUITE SILLY/ CAN'T 
TUEY FEND FOR TUEMSELVES? 
WUY DO TUEY NEED ME TO ESCORT 
THEM TO TUE SUGARCANE FIELDS? 

I GUESS BECAUSE WITUOUT ME 
i TUEY CAN'T BREAK TUE 
\ FENCE AND GET INSIDE/ 




f SWEET KANDANKORAN, ^ 
EVERYTIME WE ARE UUNGRY 
UE ESCORTS US TO TUE CANE FIELDS 
BUT WUY CAN'T UE EVEN EAT ONE 
> STICK OF CANE? UE OUST ENDS UP 
TAKING TUE BLAME ON UlMSELF/ 
^ TUAT'S A GOOD FRIEND/ ^ 
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R OCCASION 


YES, NARAYANA, 

DOESN'T HE LOOK MADESTIC ^ 
WHEW HE CIRCUMAMBULATES THE 
TEMPLE? HE IGNORES THOSE MAHOUTS 
V WHO ASK HIM TO WALK A LITTLE 
Wz&t FASTER OR SLOWER. 


AMMA, 

LOOK, THAT'S 
KANDAWKORAN, 



-w. 


--I — 
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i f wiist 1 /tf r 
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PV_^H 

(r 
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X BECAUSE HE HAS \ 

^ A UNIQUE STYLE OF WALKIWGN 
THAT KEEPS TO THE RHYTHM OF 
THE CWEIUDA 1 AND THE SONG OF 


THE tJAPA5WARAM. 2 HE KNOWS 
WHERE TO STOP AND WHEN TO 
v MOVE FASTER' ^ 


AMMA 


J HOW HE 
; FOLDS HIS 
( LEGS WHEW 
THE DEITY 
\ HAS TO BE 
\ LIFTED 
\ ON HIS ) 
) BACK/ /j 


1. A big drum 2. A piped musical instrument 
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AMD MOT ^U5T TUAT. MOfJ5 , 1 

/"ON FESTIVAL DAyS, UE WALKS SLOW OM TUE SECOND DAy 
AMD EVEM SLOWER OM TUE TUIRD, KEEPING IM MIND TUE RISING 
EXCITEMENT AS TUE DAyS PROGRESS. WUAT'S MORE, 

UE MEVER LETS TUE TEMPLE RITUALS DEGIN &EFORE TUE 
< APPOIMTED HOUR. UE SIMPLy REFUSES TO WALK, 

50 WUAT COULD TUEy DO? 


AMD TUEM, AMMA? 





— -/IF TUE>. — 
/ MUSICIANS/ 
/ DRAG TUE \ 
1 MUSIC \ 
A PIT, UE 
C0MTIMUE5 
TO WALK AT TUE 
NORMAL PACE, 

V MAKING TUE y 
\ MUSICIAMS / 
\L00K QUITE/ ^ 
■ _SILLy/ y 





1. Son 





ON EACU FESTIVAL DAy, A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF COCONUT OIL WAS USED IK) THE LAMPS TO COINCIDE 
EXACTLY WITH THE CULMINATION OF THE PROCESSION. IF A LITTLE EXTRA WAS USED IT WAS VISIBLE. 
LIKEWISE IF IT WAS A LITTLE LESS. SO PRECISE WERE KANDANKORAN'S STEPS? ANy FALSE ACCOUNTING FOR 
THE OIL WAS THEREFORE IMPOSSIBLE? KAMDAMKORAM WOULD MEYER MAKE AM ERROR, THAT WAS CERTAIN? 


FOR 

EXAMPLE 

ONCE... 


ii , 


AND ANOTHEl 


DON'T EVEN TRY, SUIVASUANKARA, 
you KNOW KAWDANKORAN CAN CATCH yOU OUT? 


AHA? THAT 
SHIVASHANKARAN 
; THINKS HE CAN 
OUTSMART ME, < 
DOES HE? I AM 
GOING TO DO , 
> WHAT I s 
\ ALWAyS DO... 

m walk in My < 
m own WAy. J 


I MUST 
UURRy HOME. 
MALU KUTTy 
SAID SHE'D 
BE COMING.// 


HOW? 

NyUK 

NyUK? 


ps I'M \ 

STUCK 
GOOD AND 
PROPER? 
CANT MOVE? 


CAN'T v 
DO MUCH 


NOT TO FORGET 
THE UMBRELLA, 
T EITHER. . , 


^ UUUU? 
ELEPH. ..TRUNK. 
UH... WHERE 

^-_AM ^ 




' [ / 

f; ' V-i 


£ J 
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A5 ALWAYS KAWDAWKORAW UM> 


PUT 51ft, WITHOUT 
r KITTAPPAN'5 IN5TRUCTI0W5 
KAWDANKORAW REFU5E5 TO MOVE, 
n. LEAVE ALONE HAUL > 

O&v _ AMy wood/ ^r\ 


' 5IR, CAW you 
PLEA5E 5UMM0W 
KITTAPPAW, THE 
V MAHOUT? ^ 


WHy? HE'5 
A PIT PU5V 
I'LL CALL 
GOVIWDAN 
^ KUTTy. . 


F^KANDA, HURRyj^v 
yOU'LL GET yOUR TREAT 

FIWI5H/^ 


ONCE you 


IF KAWDA 15 WOT HAPPy ^ 
WITH HI5 REWARD HE'5 GOING TO KEEP 
-OT4E WOOD RIGHT WHERE IT WA 5/^" 


OWCE 


^THE5E HUGE^ 
L0G5 OF WOOD?// 
WHAT WILL yOU GIVE 
KAWDAWKORAN A 
^ FOR THI5? 


fT TEW PUWCHE5 OF X 
PAWAWA5, TEW C0C0WUT5, 
AND APOUT TWEWTy EIGHT 
POUWD5 OF OAGGERy, 
b I PR0MI5E, KITTAPPA, X 


THI5 ELEPHANT SUREST 
r HA5 A MIND OF U15 OWN, N 
DOESN'T HE? 50 KRI5HWAW WAIR 
v HAD DETTER KEEP X 

TO HI5 WORDf-T^ 


— — — — 


UMMM.,. 

DELICI0U5/ 
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LATER 


IT'S DOME, 5IR/ MOW THE REWARD 
FOR TUE ELEPHAMT, PLEASE. 


r A PROMISE 15 \ 

MEAMT TO PE BROKEM, 
(5MT IT? WE'LL 5EE 
WHAT HAPPEM5 AfTU 
\ THE WORK 15 DOME, 

V wyuK, wyu«f y 


y UU...ER..AUEM... ” 
MOT MOW. I'M RE5TIMG. 
I PROMISE I'LL GIVE IT 
A FEW DAyS LATER. 
WHAT'S THE HURRy? 
IT WAS TOO MUCH 
v AMywAy / 


CHEAT, THIS IS 
WHAT HE DESERVE 


BUT KAMDAMKORAK) HAD OTHER 


PLANS 


- 'jT liT’-jl ■lift 


afi 

* 




NEXT, MORN 


*"<3A5P/^ 
THE WOOD'S 
BACK IN ITS 
^ PUCE/ „ 




MOW WHO'LL 
. MOVE IT? > 


^ IT'S n 
TOO BIO FOR 
AMyOME ELSE 
BUT KAMDAM. 


yOU BETTER 
RE-NEGOTIATE 
^ WITU HIM/ ^ 



r / ; 

t 


/ 

i 

V 



^ — THIS WILL MEVER 

HAPPEM AGAIN KITTAPPA/ I'LL GIVE HIM 
WHAT I PROMISED/ DUST TELL HIM TO MOVE THE 

WOOD OR EL5E, I'M RUIMED/ 



BUT KAMDAMKORAM REFUSED TO BUDGE 
THAT WAS OUR KAMDAM, MOBLE, GENTLE, 
AMD LOyAL. I CAM SO OM AMD OM 
LESEMDARV KAMDAMKORAM, 
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ONCE, IN KOZHIKODE, LIVED A FAMOUS VAIDyAN WUO TREATED 
POISONS. HE WAS THE DISCIPLE OF KARATTU NAMBOODIRI. PATIENTS, 
WITH THEIR HANDS FOLDED AND HOPE IN THEIR EyES USED TO COME TO 
HIM FROM FAR AND WIDE SINCE HE NEVER LEFT HIS HOME. THEy WOULD 
OFFER HIM MONEy WHEN THEy GOT CURED, BUT HE WOULD ALWAyS 
REFUSE. DESPITE THAT, GRATEFUL PATIENTS ALWAyS FOUND SOME WAy 
OF GIVING HIM MONEy, EITHER SURREPTITIOUSLy LEAVING IT IN SOME 
CORNER OF THE HOUSE OR HANDING IT OVER TO HIS FAITHFUL 
SERVANT. SO, IN COURSE OF TIME, HE BECAME VERy WEALTHy. 











IN HUNGER. ONE DA 


I WISU I COULD 
LEARN TO TREAT 
POISONS AND GET 
RICH LIKE THAT 
VAIDyAN/ LET ME 
ASK HIS DISCIPLE. 



m Brj. 




ft . i, j| 

jf 1 






MANy PEOPLE CAME TO 
HIM TO LEARN HOW TO 
TREAT POISONS. THEy 
WOULD TOUCH HIS FEET 
AND GIVE HIM THEIR 
OFFERING. HE WOULD 
THEN WHISPER A DIVINE 
MANTRA IN THEIR EAR. 


1. Elder brother 
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TUB GURU WILL GIVE yOU A MANTRA WHICH yOU HAVE 
TO LEARN py HEART WITH ABSOLUTE DEVOTION, 
IT'S THAT SIMPLE REALLy' 



TCUTCU/ 

X LET'S HAVE 50MEX 
FUN/ My FATHER SENT 
ME WITH FIVE GOLD 
COINS AND ONE SACK 
FULL OF GREEN 

coconuts, do you 

THINK TUI5 FELLOW CAN 
COME AWy WHERE X 

NEAR THAT? ^X 


PALA WHAT HAVE yOU DONE/ 
VOU'VE ASKED THAT RAGGED 
FELLOW TO MEET THE GURU?/ 



HA, HA/ l NEVER THOUGHT THIS 
15 GOING TO PE 50 SIMPLE/ 



PUT THERE'S 
NOTHING IN 
THIS HOUSE 
WHICH I CAN 
OFFER TO THE 
VAIDyAN... 










AND HAVE 
LOTS OF MONEy 



PUT FIRST I'VE TO 
THINK OF A GIFT... 



AH/ WHAT APOUT 
THE PUMPKINS OK 
> My ROOF/? r' 




i~l Tf - i ■' 




f I'M SURE THE 
GURU IS GOING 
TO PE VERy 
PLEASED WITH My 
GIFT AND 
TEACH ME THE 
MANTRA... CHUCKLE 
CHUCKLE/ 
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rut NEXT DAy AT DAWK).,. /"I WAVE TO 


TWE MASTER 


BEFORE TWE OTWER DI5CI 




PUMPKItJS/ 


WOW PLEASE 
TEACW ME WOW TO 
TREAT POISONS. 



5TUPID 

PUMPKIW5.' 






STUPID 

PUMPKINS, STUPID PUMPKINS, STUPID' 

PUMPKINS... 
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SET OUT IN SEARCH OF 
TRAVELLING TO PLACED INFESTED 



A VAIDYAN \ 
NAMED KOCHURAMAN?/ 
NEVER HEARD 
OF HIM/-' _ (' 


^ SNAKE DOCTORS ^ 
A/EVER VISIT PEOPLE/ 
HE MUST BE 
A FAKE... 


IN TUE BEGINNING IT WASN'T EASY TO CONVINCE 
PEOPLE... 



f TUAMKS TO THE A 
; MASTER/ THE 1 
MANTRA IS WORKING/ 


X LOOK/ THE X 
PATIENT IS FEELING 
v BETTER ALREADY.^ 


KOCHURAMAN SOON BECAME A 
SUCCESSFUL VAIDYAN/ 




ALL MY 
MANTRAS HAVE 
FAILED / 


AROUND THAT TIME 
THE RULER OF 
CALICUT, THE 
ZAMORIN, HAD AN 
ATTACK OF 
POISONING. 


Ayyo/ 
THE 
KING'S 
SKIN HAS 
STARTED . 
TURNING / 
v BLUE/ 1 



T' y£5, 
SEND FOR HIM 
, RIGHT NOW/ 


/ PLEASE FORGIVE X 
ME FOR SPEAKING, 
BUT SHOULD WE ASK 
KOCHURAMAN VAIDYAN 
TO HAVE A LA5T LOOK 
X AT THE KING? V 






MAHARANI, THERE IS 
NO HOPE NOW/ . 


2. Lord of snakes 
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IT 15 MOW ABOUT 
TUREE DAyS 51 MCE UI5 HICHME55 
HAS EATEM. WI4EM TUE P0I50M 
UEAVE5 {415 BODy HE (5 GOIM© TO 
PEEL VERy UUWCRy. 


^ MOW My ^ x 
5 AC RED MAMTRA/ 
HERE IT COMES" 


HRRMPU-' 


^ 14MMM... 

F1R5T CET ME A 
BOWL OF FRE5HLy 
COOKED RICE 
■ _ CRUEL. ^ 


SOON 


mv? 


■'fe 





STUPID 

STUPID 

5TUPID 


PUMPKIM5 

PUMPKIM5 

PUMPKIM5 




WAT KAhDI 

verv uum 



THE KIW<3 WAS CURED AMD OUR KOCHURAMAM 
WA5 PUT OK) A PEDE5TAU QUITE LITERALLY.. 


HERE 

COMES THE 
MAM WHO 
SAVED OUR 
] KIMS/ 


HAIL VAIDYAM 
KOCHURAMAW/ 


: Rice gruel 
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STANDING AMONGST ALU TUE RAILED 
POISON DOCTORS WAS KOCUURAMAN'S OWN 



TEACHER.. 


ISN'T TUAT KOCUURAMAN, THAT CUEEKy 
LAD WtTU TUE PUMPKINS? WE MUST WAVE 
LEARNT UIS ART FROM A BETTER GURU. I 

--^v WAS A FOOL TO LET, 

V UIM GO/ 



SUDDENLY 


uev, Lowed wemh 


ISN'T TUAT 
MY GURU/ 



KOCUURAMAN, 

wuy are you 

GIVING ME ALL 
TUI5? 


I OWE ALL TUIS 
TO YOUR TEACUINGS 
AND BLESSINGS. PLEASE ACCEPT 
TUIS AS A TOKEN OF My 
HUMBLE TUANKS. 



SACRED MANTRA?/ 
I NEVER GAVE YOU 
ANY MANTRA/ . 



ME? 

A UAVEN'T TAUGUT 
/ YOU ANYTHING. IN 
{ FACT, IT IS YOU WUO 
l MUST TEACU ME THE 
\ SCIENCE OF BRINGING 
\DEAD PEOPLE BACK 
TO LIFE/ 


BUT A5AN 
I UAVE NO OTUER 
KNOWLEDGE. IT IS 
yOUR SACRED 
MANTRA TUAT 
GIVEN ME 
ALL TUIS 
POWER/ 



5TUP(0 PUMPKINS* 

TUAT'S WHAT yOU 
SAID/ TUAT'S TUE 





TUE GURU WAS STUNNED. UE REALISED TUAT 
TUIS WAS A LIVING EXAMPLE OR TUE DEVOTION 
AND UTTER PAITU TUAT A STUDENT CAN UAVE 
TOWARDS UIS TEACUER. TUE5E QUALITIES ARE 
MORE IMPORTANT TUAN KNOWLEDGE FROM 
BOOKS. IN KOCUURAMAN'S CASE UIS FAITU 
MADE TUE IMPOSSIBLE POSSIBLE/ TUE GREAT 
VAIDYAN NEVER FELT MORE UUMBLED/ 


4. Teacher 
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I'M THE 
MAMBOODIRI FROM 
KUMARAMAMGALAM. 



XlD THE YAKSHI 1 STRIKE AGAiM 
LAST MIGHT? SOME PEOPLE WERE 
TALK! MG ABOUT IT OM THE BOAT 


m lr^ yES, yES/ she's \ 

fJX MUCH MORE CLEVER THAM X 
V TUE OTHER yAKSHlS I'VE HEARD OF.' \ 
SHE STAMDS OM A LOMELy STRETCH OF 
THE FORE5T IM THE GUISE OF A 
BEAUTIFUL WOMAM, ASKIMG WAyFARERS FOR 
SOME BETEL LEAVES. THEM, SHE EATS 
t THEIR EMTRAILS/ I'M GLAD THAT OUR , 
KIMG HAS FIMALLy ASKED yOU TO / 
f X IMTERVEME... /A 


/ BUT BE VERy \ 
CAREFUL. I'VE 
HEARD THAT SHE 
v HAS HyPMOTIC . 
X POWERS... X 


LOOK 

HERE' THE 
> BODY/ < 


IM THE KlMGDOM OF KAYAMKULAM, 
A YAKSUI HAD BEGUM TO CAUSE 
TROUBLE. THE MAMBOODIR^ 

FROM KUMARAMAMGALAM, \WJ 

kmowm for mis magical > - jm 

POWERS WAS SUMMOMED <f Jj 
TO KAYAMKULAM WHEM XJJ 
ALL OTHER 

ATTEMPTS TO > 

OVERPOWER HER 1 

failed. A ^smr^/wn 




■ jp 

■ .v 

-> 




# _ 












L 






* i # 









tKjw 1 / f /w 















1 .Vampires or witches 
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^ 0, LOVELY LADY, 

WHY ONLY &ETEL LEAVES? 
COME WITH ME AND I'LL GIVE 
YOU ANYTHING YOU WANT/ 


ALL OF A SUDDEN... 



TUE NAMDOODIRI'S POWERFUL HYPNOTIC SPELL 
COMPELLED SfUE YAKSHl TO FOLLOW HI Mi &OUND AS SHE 
WAS TO HIM. SHE WAS STILL IN HER HUMAN FORM. 


2. Women of a Namboodiri illam, usually in purdah 
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AT THE NAMBOODIRI'S ILLAM THE 
AWTARJAAM/WS 2 WERE IN FOR A 
SURPRISE... 
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> LISTEW GOWRI, ~ 
REMEMBER TO WEVER 
EVER LET HER STEP (WTO 
THE fOALUKETTU. SHE CAW 
SLEEP tW THE OUTHOUSE 
AT WIGHT. ^ 


^ I MET HER OW THE ^ 
rnv. SHE'S AW ORPHAW. GIVE 
HER 50ME RICE GRUEL AWD 
5HE CAW HELP yOU WITH THE 
- HOUSEHOLD WORK. - 


MSAWMIILE WITH HIS f 
^feESEWCE OW fO AW I 
DOWW TO THAT' PLACE 


\BO®DIRI INVOKED THE yAKSHI'S 
TU&MALUKETTU , 3 TYING HER 



SO MY CAPTOR 
IS AWAY' WOW'S 
. My CHAWCE/ 1 


/ UE'S X 
GOWE ALL ' 
DAY, SHOULD 
BE BACK BY, 
\ WIGHT _C 


OWE DAy, IW THE NAMDOODIRI'S KITCUEW 


'AMMA, WHEW 
WILL ACHAW 4 
BE BACK? 


KOCHAMMA, 5 I'VE 

SEEW OWLy THE OUTHOUSE. CAW I 
GO IW5IDE DUST OWCE? I'M SURE IT'S 
BEAUTIFUL-' PLEASE KOCHAMMA, DUST 

THIS OWCE/? 


OH-' WHAT 
A PEST' GO QUICKLY AWD 
COME BACK TO FIWISH THE 
GRINDING.' 



I'VE TO UURRy 
I CAW'T LET 
THIS CHAWCE 
^SLIP AWAy... 


THERE/ 


m&m 


3. Inner courtyard 4. Father 5. Lady of the house 
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5UE'5 WOT 
- WERE' _ 


WOT THERE 
EITHER/ . 


DISAPPEARED/ 
HE'S SOIWS TO 
, KILL US/ / 


tin 


THE yAKSHI WA5 FREE... 




,AWOf rue /rcw 

^ 5TAK£ /$ GOh)£f 

yOU ALLOWED HER I WTO 
THE MALUKtTTU, < 
7 DIDW'T you, GOWRI?^ 



THE LIBERATED yAKSHI OW THE 



RAMPAGE, 
WA5 MORE 
FEROCIOUS , 
THAW 
EVER... 
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ye5 

TIRUMENl ! 


THE KIWS WAS WOW (W A STATE 
OF TOTAL PANIC. 


A 5EWD FOR THE 
> MAMDOODIRI OF 


KUMARAMAWGALAM/ 
-1 AT ONCE/ . r 


■■ 

.v. *• 




^ I MUST TAKE AWOTHER 
PATH THIS TIME FOR SUES POUND 
^ TO UIDE WHEN 5UE 5EE5 ME/ / 





THE WAMBOODIRI'S POW 
SPELL WORKED OWCE 


■ ■■ ■ y 




yOUR SAME 
IS OVER/ WOW 
FOLLOW ME/ 
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once i was guilt/ of — 
betrawng you. ecrr x beg you, please ^ 

DON'T PUNISH ME THIS TIME' I'LL LIVE MERE IN ANy 
WAy TMAT you WISU. BUT PLEA5E DON'T 
TURK) ME INTO A MAID. TMAT WOULD MAKE 

ME VERy SAD... 


you MAVE CAUSED 
ENOUGH TROUBLE FOR 
, ME/ I CAN'T... . 


I'm giving you 

My WORD TUI5 TIME. I 
NEVER DID TUAT IN 
TUE PAST... 



PROMISE ME 

, TMAT yOU'LL LIVE MERE 
PEACEFULLy WITHOUT TROUBLING 
ANyONE. NOT ONLy WILL I NOT 
PUNISH yOU, BUT I WILL MAKE yOU 
A SHRINE AND WORSHIP yOU 
AS OUR FAMILy DEITy. 



you 

HAVE My 
WORD. 


s WAIT RIGHT ^ 
HERE WUILE I MAKE 
A SHRINE 

for you. ^4 


r ON THE OTHER HAND, 

IF yOU MISBEHAVE, I WILL CUT yOU UP INTO 
LITTLE PIECES AND THROW THEM ALL INTO THE 
HOLy FIRE. OF THAT I PROMISE/ 




TUE WAMBOODIRl INSTALLED AW IDOL 
AND INVOKED TUE yAKSUl'S PRESENCE. 
UE BEGAN TO OFFER REGULAR WORSUIP 
AT TUE NEW SHRINE. 




TUE 5URIWE EXISTS IN 
KUMARAMAWGALAM EVEN 
TODAY, 




TUB QUO 
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^ KE5AVA, STOP \ 

tue pam/ the pain in 

My RIGHT SHOULDER 
(5 KILLING ME/ CAN 
you MASSAGE IT 
W A LITTLE? ^ 


MOST 

CERTAINLY 

TAMBURAW/ 1 


OW/^ 

OUCH' 


ALL WAS WOT WELL WITH THE ZAMORIW 
OF KOZHIKODE. 


Ayyo, KE5AVA, 

/ GENTLy GENTLy/ I CAN'T 
( BEAR IT ANy MORE/ I 
S ' GUESS I'LL ^UST DIE OF 
^UOW LONG THE PAIW... 

WILL THIS GO 
ON FOR? 



THESE SILLy VAIDyAWS, 
ASTROLOGERS AND MAGICIANS, 
C14ARLATAM5 ALL OP THEM! 
CLAIMING THEy CAN CURE ME, BUT 
THE PAIN'S OWLy 
INCREASED/ 


y£5, 

THERE 
. 15 . 


IS THERE WO 

OWE IN THIS LAND WHO CAN 
CURE ME/? 


HMWMHH 





WHO ARE you? IF H 
LJ yOU'RE ANOTHER ONE 
OF THOSE FRAUD5, you 
~U CAN GO RIGHT BACK 
. HOME/ . 



TAMBURAN, \ 
THIS MAW 15 A GREAT 
SCHOLAR WHO HAPPENS 
TO BE PASSING THROUGH 
KOZHIKODE. HE SAyS HE 
\ CAN CURE yOU/ < 


^ VAIDyAN5, ^ 
ASTROLOGERS, 
MAGICIANS AND 
NOW...5CW7L4RS/ It 
THERE NO END TO 
THIS TAMA5HA?/ 
X' BAH/ 


‘Kozhikode is another name for Calicut. The present title means bazaar nook of Calicut 1. Nobleman 
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HRRRMPU/ 


X TAMBURAN, 

IF ONLY yOU WOULD 
HAVE SOME FAITH If) 
ME. I KNOW l CAN 
_ CURE you/ / 






AAAAI4/ THAT'S 50 
MUCH BETTER' 


HMMM... 

50 THE ZAMORIN 
HA5 BEEN CURED/ I 


/X efjot v 
^ BHASWATI, X 
THANK GOO HE'5 
T RECOVERED / ^ 


SHOULD BE HAPPY, BUT 
> THEN WHy DO I SET , 
THI5 5TRANGE FEELING 
THAT 50METHING'5 NOT 
'--x QUITE RIGHT? , -i 


o 


XT6 GObiEJf! 

THE PAIN '5 DISAPPEARED/ yOU'RE 
NOT OUST A GREAT SCHOLAR, yOU MUST BE 
GOD/ AND WHAT REWARD CAN I GIVE GOD'? 
SOMETHING GOOD... SOMETHING GOOD/ 


X THERE, \ 
' THIS WET 
TOWEL WRUNG 
DRy SHOULD 
v DO THE 
V TRICK' /- 


-n ii — * 
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^DIWAWOir^- 
WUO ARE you 

LOOKIWG FOR? 

MAyee we caw 

s. HELP you/ V 



UMMM...ER... 

I HAVE TO TELL yOU A MOST 
s. IMPORTAWT SECRET/ ^ 


WHAT DIWAWOl? 
_ TELL ME. „ 


5UDDEWLy 


THERE SHE /S/ ) 

UI4... HOW... I fc 

x wuew rrx 4Q 


OUST 5AyiW<3 THAT 
IS WOT EWOUCjH. you MUST SWEAR 
THAT yOU'LL WAIT HERE TILL I 

SET PACK/ ^ 


I WILL, PUT, OH My, I LEFT 
My SEAL IW THE COURTROOM. I'LL RUW AWD 
SET IT. PUT WHAT I HAVE TO TELL yOU IS 
OF UTMOST IMPORTAWCE, 50 PLEASE WAIT 

HERE TILL I GET BACK 1 


OK, X SWEAR/ 
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DIWANOl, WHAT 15 IT? yOU 
5EEM AGITATED/ 


I'M AWARE A/ 
r TUAT yoUR UIGUNE55 ^ 
15 FEELING MUCI4 BETTER 
MOW. I'M AL50 AWARE OF UOW 
v TWE 5CUOLAR TREATED , 
yOUR ILLNE55, 


yE5, WA5MT TUAT 
A MIRACLE? 


up< C\ FV/FD 

MAM, MO DOUBT. BUT yOU 
DID WUAT UE 5AID WITUOUT 
THINKING. IF OMLy you KMEW 

rue REA60N FOR yoUR PAH), 

you WOULDM'T UAVE DOME IT. 
yOUR UIGUME55'5 KINGDOM 15 
OME OF TUE M05T PR05PER0U5 
IM T14I5 COUMTRy. you 

know wuy? 



BECAU5E 
G0DDE55 
LAK5UMI 2 WA5 
RESIDING IM yOU. 

IM FACT, yOUR 
UNBEARABLE PAIM 
WA5 BECAU5E 5UE WA5 
DANCING OM yOUR RIGUT 
5U0ULDER/ TO PLACE 
A DAMP TOWEL OM IT WA5 
TUE W0R5T TUIMG OME 
COULD DO. WUEM LAK5UMI 
G0E5, UER ELDER 5I5TER 
PANDORA, C0ME5 IM. 
MOW BAD TIME5 
ARE TO BE 
UPON 
US/ 



BUT WAIT, "<! 
G0DDE55 LAK5UMI MAy UAVE 
LEFT YOU BUT MOT TUE 
KINGDOM, I'VE TAKEN 
fW CARE OF TUAT. 


£700 


2, Lakshmi is the Goddess of wealth and prosperity 
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TUAT WIGHT 
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ISN'T THIS OUR 
DIWAN.il? 


POOR THING 
UH...TCH TCH 



WHAT REASON DID 
HE HAVE TO TAKE 
HIS OWN LIFE LIKE 
THIS? HE WAS 
SUCH A GOOD 
. DIWAM. 











ft# ^ 







I Jr . If J| 1 












j.TWU. 1 Vk- >'-- 

'**s ■’V*-- '» - 



\ 

m | | v ] 

Ft iiT 




, ,. •v. -..--- 



r 1 || - 


. V .. -^L -Mh. >41 


'■--~7 “■■ %T ** ■'”■ ■? 
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^ rr'5 BEEW A LOMG ^ 
TIME 5IWCE YOU WEWT 
TO EDAPALLI. ARE YOU 
TUIWKIWG OF SOIWG 
n^TUERE AMY TIME? / 


WO MALU, 

why would 

. I BE? >j 


n 


k , 


!Y^^.U4'M 



X HRRMPH/ X/ 

uow do i 

KWOW WHETHER 
SHE'S BEAUTIFUL? 
I'VE HARDLY SEEM 
HER / AMD BESIDES 
MY INTERESTS 
ARE HERE - 110 
KALLUPARA 
V AMD you/ A 


HMMM...TO SEE 
LAK5HMIKUTTY, OF 
COURSE. AFTER ALL, 
SHE'S YOUR BEAUTIFUL 
WIFE. AMD THERE ARE 
THESE RUMOURS I 
HEAR... 



^ WOMDER WHO 
YOU 'LL BE 5AYING THAT 
TO OMCE YOU TIRE OF ME/ 
BUT I'M PREPARED FOR IT 
SI MCE I'M OMLy YOUR 
N. M/STRESS/ ^ 


I'LL MEVER 
LEAVE YOU/ 


nr* 




'lA-lZ r 

J"*. _ v“ 








1 






... 
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NEXT MORNING 




y^tfirrt'r 



^ THIS IS ^ 
RIDICULOUS 
AMD COMPLETELY 
IRRESPONSIBLE' 


/ I HAD TO % 
SUPERVISE 
THE PADDY CUTTING 
TODAY AND HERE I 
vAM IN KALLUPARAO 


BUT SOMEONE 
HAS TO DELL 
THE CAT/ 





MADHAVA, AYAPPA? 
WHAT BRINGS YOU 
HERE? ANYWAY 
-DO COME IN. ^ 



MALU, O MALU, IS THERE 
SOME COFFEE LEFT FOR 
OUR GUESTS? AND SOME 
APPAMS 1 TOO? _ 



WE REALLY DON'T WANT ANYTHING. WE'VE 
COME TO TALK TO YOU ABOUT SOMETHING 
VERY IMPORTANT. 


1. Rice pancakes 
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you see, er...tuis 

...ER CANT <30 ON. YOU'VE 
BEEN MARRIED TO 


BUT THERE ARE 
NO CHILDREN TO CARRY ON 
YOUR LINEAGE. WE, YOUR SERFS, 
ARE VERY CONCERNED. HOW CAN A 
NOBLEMAN'S LINEAGE BE _ 
DISMANTLED LIKE THIS? VOU t MU5T 
LOOK 5UARP, 5AAR/ 



^ SAAR, IF THERE'S A ^ 
PROBLEM YOU MUST 
BEGIN SOME RELIGIOUS 
RITUALS IMMEDIATELY 
OR MARRY AGAIN MAYBE.. -ER 
LAKSMIKUTTY KOCHAMMA 
IS... UMM...ER... BARREN/ ^ 


mi 

ft 

• , s 








30T 5AAR 


SHHHH/ MALU 
SHOULDN'T HEAR 



^IF 1 MARRY AGAIN, X HAVE TO GET 
LAKSUMIKUTTV'S PERMISSION. I CANT DO 
__T14AT MYSELF, IT'S TOO AWKWARD/^- 


alright, 

I'LL MARRY AGAIN, BUT ONLY BECAUSE 
YOU'RE ASKING ME TO. THERE'S ONLY 
\ ONE PROBLEM THOUGH... 


DON'T WORRY, SAAR, 
WE'LL DO THAT FOR YOU 
^ AND 5END YOU WORD. . 


m mr? 


/ GOOD, \ 
THAT'S 

SETTLED/ NOW 
k HURRY/ A 
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AT EDAPALLI 


KOCHAMMA' LAK5HMI 4 
KOCHAMMA' THERE ARE 
F SOME MEW TO SEE 

you. r 





yE5, THIS FAMILY 
MU6T HAVE AW ISSUE, THAT IS 
CERTAIW. THERE 15 WOTHIWG THAT I 
DESIRE MORE. 60, I HAVE WO 
OBOECTIOW5 TO HI5 GETTIWG 
MARRIED A SECOND TIME. 



BUT THERE'5 OUST 
OWE TUlWG. BEFORE HE MARRIE5 
AGAIN, you MU5T CHECK THE 
HOROSCOPE WELL. THIS OWE WAS 
A DISASTER, LET WOT THE WEXT 
OWE SHARE THE SAME FATE... 



THERE IS WO 
POIWT IW HIM GETTING 
MARRIED TO 50ME0WE WITH 
A HOROSCOPE LIKE MIWE. 
THOUGH HE LIVES IW KALLUPARA, 
IT IS STRANGE THAT HE WAWTS A 
CHILD TO BE BORW MERE MAKE 
SURE THAT THE WEXT WIFE HAS A 
HOROSCOPE THAT MAKES 
SUCH A THING 


POSSIBLE/ 
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^...twougw we lives in kallupara, it is 

STRANGE T14AT We WANTS A CUlLD BORN HERE 
MAKE SURE TWAT TWE NEXT WIFE WAS 
A UOROSCOPE TWAT MAKES SUCW A 
TWIN© POSSIBLE." 


WUU...UW' IS TWAT 
WWAT SWE SAYS'? 




LAK5WMIKUTTY 15 SMART, WOW COULD I 
LET PEOPLE TUINK TWAT SWE WAS 
BARREN? TWE SITUATION WON'T CUANGE 
EVEN IF I REMARRy AND CARRY ON WITW 
MALU. I MAY AS WELL 00 BACK TO 
* LAKS WMI KUTTy. . .. „ 


I GUESS I WAVE NOT BEEN A WUSBAND TO 

► laksumikutty, leave alone a good 

WUSBAND. WOW CAN MY LINEAGE WAVE AN WEIR 
- (F I SPEND ALL MY TIME IN KALLUPARA? ^ 


AND SOON 


LlJ AND LAKSWMI KUTTy 


PACK TO EDA 


V- 


I KNEW IT WAS ONLY 
A MATTER OF TIME < 
BEFORE WE 
LEFT...WUY AM I NOT 
SURPRISED? 


LAKSWMIKUTTV' 

AND PADMANADUAN 
WAD MANY CWlLDREN 
TWEIR LINEAGE WAS 
SAFE AND SECURED 
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<f EveryBody should owe allegiance to him 
Tributes must Be paid from time to time 
tHalf the yield should Be given to me 
The whole of the pepper yield 
should Be handed over 
Coconut arecanut, mango, jackfruit: 
Ull the trees should Be confiscated 
There will Be no place in my country 
Tor the pomp of the local Barons 
DouBle the seed crop should Be given 
To me By every houseowner 
The Tamil brahmins staying here 
v . Should give one fourth to me 

iA lairs who stay at 


^ Should take 
their Bows and spears 
Sind stay at the residence of Havana 
Sind do whatever chores are assigned . 
9\[airs who drink toddy 

7 ^ 

Would Be Beaten up. Beware! 1 


!h*'( a “Ti 


1. Kunchan Nambiar’s verses used the old epics to satirize contemporary life. Source: Kartavirajuna Vijayam 


T(unchan 
Harnb iar 
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THE AUDIENCE 
LAUGHED 50 MUCH 
THAT I WOKE UP 
STARTLED, OWLy TO HEAR 
WHAT THE CUAKIAR WAS 
5AWNG ABOUT ME. 

I WAS FURIOUS-' WHAT 
WA5 THERE TO MAKE SUCH 
A FUSS ABOUT? 

I FELL ASLEEP, 
THAT'S ALL' 


HELLO/ 

I'M KUNCHAN 
NAMBIAR. 

I WAS BORN 
IN A SMALL 
TOWN IN KERALA 
ABOUT THREE 
CENTURIES AGO. 

I'M SUPPOSED 
TO BE A FAMOUS 
MAN. wHy, VOU 
MAV A5K. LET 
ME TELL 

you MV 

VERSION. 


NAMBIAR COMMUNITy. THE NAMBIARS PLAyED 
THE MI2HAVU, A 5PECIAL DRUM, USED IN THE KOOTHU 2 
PERFORMANCES OF THE CHAKIARS. THE CUAKIAR 
KOOTHU IS ONE OF THE TEMPLE ARTS 

OF KERALA. 


ONE PARTICULAR EVENING, AS 
I WAS PLAytNG THE MI2UAVU, I FELL ASLEEP. 

I WA5 EXHAUSTED. THE CUAKIAR WHO WAS 
ALREADy ON STAGE BEGAN TO MAKE FUN OF ME. 
TEASED ME, ALMOST TO THE POINT 
OF INSULTING ME. 


2, Sanskrit theatre performed by the Chakiar community 
54 


VIVALOK COMICS 











I'LL SHOW THEM, 

I THOUGHT TO MySELF-' 
I THOUGHT AMD 
THOUGHT AMD WORKED 
ALL WIGHT. 


By DAWW, I HAD 
My REVEWGE/ 


%iw 


THE WEXT EVEWIWG, 
WHILE THE CHAKIAR'S 
PERFORMAWCE WAS OW, I 
BEGAW TO PERFORM IW 
AWOTHER PART OF THE 
TEMPLE GROUWDS. AMD LO 
AWD BEHOLD, THE CROWD 
STARTED MOVIWG TOWARDS 
ME. THEy BEGAW LAUGHIMG 
AWD CLAPPIWG. I LOVED IT/ 
SOOW, THE CHAKIAR WAS 
PERFORMIWG FOR WO OWE 
BUT HIMSELF/ HA/ HA/ 
WHAT I IWVEWTED THAT 
EVEWIWG CAME TO BE KWOWW 
AS OTTAM TUULLAL AWD 
THAT'S HOW I BECAME 
FAMOUS. PEOPLE SAy THAT 
I'M A GEWIUS. WELL... I'LL 
LEAVE THAT TO you 
TO JUDGE. 


LOOKS 

IWTERESTIWG 

^ EH... ^ 


AWD THEW, OF 
COURSE, THE 
SILLy FELLOW.. 




/ | 
f i 

\ 





L 


1 r f ! 

s I I 

■ * 

: 

i 

i 1 u 
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r 15 Awyeopy in? \ 

15 THE AFTERNOON 
WORSHIP OVER? I WEED 
tv 60ME WATER/ y 


014 WELL, NOW THAT 
KUNCUAN NAMDIAR HAS 
INTRODUCED 
HIMSELF, IT IS MV 00D 
TO TELL YOU A QUAINT 
LITTLE STORy ADOUT 
THE BIRTH OF THIS 
LEQENDARy GENIUS. 
THERE WAS ONCE A 
POOR NAMBOODIRI WHO 
LIVED IN THE VENNERI 
PROVINCE, HIS 
WANDERINGS DROUGHT 
HIM TO A TEMPLE IN 
Kl LLI KURI SSI MANGALAM . . 


H i , 


014 DEAR/ yOU LOOK 
EXHAUSTED AND HUNGRV. THE WORSHIP 
IS OVER, BUT I'LL STILL GIVE yOU SOME 
LUNCH. WHy DON'T you GO DOWN TO 
THE POND, TAKE A QUICK BATU AND i/ 
Iffifck 001 N ME? 





NO ONE'S AROUND. 
CAN SAFELy LEAVE 
My PURSE HERE 
WHILE I BATHE. 


** 1 






■ ^ l i t- - ■ ■ .T f- 


* v \ 1 * * ” 
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EWE &HA0NATU 
WUEZE & MV PUR6B? 
I'D LEFT IT RIGH T WERE. 
WHAT WILL I DO WOW? ALL 
My LIFE' 5 EFFORT WAS 
GONE DOWN TUE DRAIN/ I 
MIGHT AS WELL DIE/ 



I'M SORRY, I HAVE WO 

f ! |T APPETITE/ THE PURSE HAD ALL MV 
W LIFE'S SAVINGS. I HAVE TRAVELLED \ 
THROUGH KOZHIKODE, KOCHI, AMBALAPUZHA 
AND TRAVANCORE, MEETING PRINCES AND NOBLEMEN 
THANKS TO THEIR GENEROSITy, I MANAGED TO 


MAKE SOME MONEY TO MARRY OFF MY DAUGHTERS 
V BUT NOW... WHAT CAN I SAY? DAMN THE v 
THIEF WHO STOLE MY PUR5E.' / 


J WHO x 
COULD HAVE 
. TAKEN IT? . 



^ OMAWA, GIVE ^ 
HIM SOME MORE RICE 
IT'S GOOD TO SEE 
YOU AGAIN, OLD 
FRIEND/ 


FEW YEAR6f >A55ED. TUE 
VENNERI MAMBOODIRI FOUND 
H1M5ELF ONCE AGAIN AT 
TUE KILURUI^5WANGALAM 
TEMPLE. Y rpy? w— 


^ ER... AHEM... ^ 

I'VE BEEN LISTENING 
TO YOUR STORY. THIS 
WOULDN'T BE YOUR 
PURSE BY ANY CHANCE, 
X. WOULD IT? 


SHEER BAD 
LUCK, I SAY 


X THE \ 

/ LAST \ 
/ TIME WE \ 
MET, YOU 
WERE DEEPLY 
DISTRESSED 
ABOUT YOUR 
PURSE. DUST A 
BATH AT THE 
POND AND POOF, 
NO PURSE/ DID 
k YOU MANAGE , 
\ TO FIND IT 
\ AFTER / 
V ALL X 


/ NO SUCH \ 
LUCK, FRIEND. 
THE THIEF HA5 
PROBABLY 
BUILT HIMSELF 
A MANSION 
WITH MY 
v MONEY BY , 
\ NOW/ / 


OH, ONCE, SOME YEARS AGO, 

I WENT DOWN TO THE TEMPLE POND TO \ 
BATHE. I SAW A PILE OF COWDUWG. I WANTED A 
LITTLE TO PAVE MY VERANDAH WITH, SO I SCOOPED 
OUT SOME OF IT WITH MY HANDS. TO MY UTTER 
SURPRISE, I SAW THE PURSE AND PICKED IT UP. SINCE 
. TUEW, IT'5 BEEN IN MY SAFE CUSTODY. I'M GLAD > 
TODAY I'VE FOUND ITS RIGHTFUL OWNER 


VE5 IT 15/ 
HOW ON 
x EARTH.../ 


BATH.... 

POND.... 

PURSE? 

HMMMMM 


_ jF, ■?-.«/ 
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~ wuy OUST HALF? 

X COULD UAVE KEPT ALL OF 

TO GIVE IT TO ITS 


CHECHI, 

" WUAT CAW I 5AY? I'M ^ 
OVERWHELMED/ PLEASE KEEP HALF 
v THE MOWEy IW THE PURSE FOR . 
X ^ VOURSELF. 


GOOD LADY, 

IT'S RARE TO FIWD PEOPLE 

like you/ may you be blessed 

WITH A CHILD OF RARE AWD 
EXCEPTIONAL QUALITIES KNOWN 
^ THE WORLD OVER/ -■ 


IT. I 

OWNER. HOW CAM I EXPECT 
. ANy RETURNS FOR . 
\ THAT? 


a doy Was &orw. that 

t &oy, DEAR READERS, WAS 
KUWCHAW NAMDIAR, TUE 
LEGENDARY POETIC GENIUS 
OF MALAYALAM LITERATURE, 
UE WAS ASSOCIATED WITH 
THE AMDAbAPUg RA TEMPLE 
FOR SEVERAL YEARSt^WHEN 
THE PRINCIPALITY WAS 
ANNEXED &y KING 
MARTANDA VARMA OF 
TRAVANCORE IN 1752, HE 
MIGRATED TO TRIVANDRUM 

-WHERE HE ENOOYED THE 
PATRONAGE OF THE RULER. 
HE DIED IN 1770. 


My stooges, after aft, 
cannot toterate hunger. 

( Wett 6 tfore dawn, 
they devour thicks rice Broth. 
They mi?t thick curd in the rice, 
and eat five Barge servings everyday! 
Chezving and fitting their mouth 
u>ith Betef (eaves 

‘They set out in great mirth tozvards 
the homes of (ovefy damsets. 
After their fun, they turn around 
(gossip aBout them and 
tough at them . . . 

! Even if dead, they wilt Be seen 
at dinner time. It is disgusting !! 


50, WHAT I CREATED WAS A DANCE DRAMA CALLED OTTAM TUULLAL THAT HARVESTED THE WIT OF THE CHAKIAR 
KOOTHU AND BLENDED IT INTO MOVEMENTS FROM KATUAKALI. I HEAR IT'S VERY POPULAR EVEN TODAY, SINCE I 
DID NOT USE SANSKRIT, MANY ORDINARY PEOPLE CAME TO WATCH MY THULLALS. YOU CAN 5AY I WA5 A 
SATIRIST I UNLEASHED MY MERCILESS CRITICISM AND POKED FUN AT ALL COMMUNITIES —TAMIL BRAHMINS, 
WAMBOODIRIS, NAIRS, COURTIERS, COURTESANS AND SOLDIERS. KINGS AND NOBLEMEN WERE NOT SPARED 

EITHER/ YOU KNOW WHAT, I HAD GREAT FUN/ NEXT TIME THERE'S AN OTTAM THULLAL PERFORMANCE, ^ 

I HOPE YOU'LL MAKE AW EFFORT TO GO/ AND...OH, PLEASE REMEMBER ME/ ' TUB £ 


xa -:j .} 



jPMffjEr-'ji ’r 


— * 


3. Kunchan Nambiar describes Duryodhana's wrath towards his servants. Source: Ghoshayatra 
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WOW THAT you've HEARD KUWCUAW NAMBIAR'S STORy 
LET ME ALSO TELL yOU A TALE ABOUT THE RATUER 
UNUSUAL CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE BIRTH OF 
TRAVAWCORE'S MOS T ILLUSTRIOUS KING, SWATI 


AROUWD THE MALAyALAM yEAR 1986, MAHARADA 
BALARAMAVARMA PASSED A WAV. SIWCE THERE WERE WO 
MALE ISSUES TO CARRy OW TtlE^ROyAL LINEAGE IW 
TRAVAWCORE AT THAT TIME, THE RULING.. BRITISH 
GOVERNMENT DECREED THAT THE LAWD BE RULED By 
THE 5EWI0R MOST LADy OF THE ROyAL FAMILY - - 
MAHARAWI LAKSHMI. 


KRI5HWAN N 
COME IW. 
WOWS THE 
MAHARAWI 
FEELING 
\TODAy? / 


■rHu^w.-rr 




CHEERFUL/, 
MUNROE 5AIPU 1 , 
QUITE CHEERFUL/ 


» 1 I M u ,i i 


‘■Wi III I,,! 




*#W%| 



^ THE MIDWIFE TOLD ME ^ 
THAT WE SHOULD DEFIWlTELy 
HEAR SOME NEW5 IN 
A DAy OR TWO. ^ 


GOOD/ 


1. Malayali term for white man 



I HOPE TRAVANCORE GETS 
A MALE HEIR, OR ELSE THAT 
— DECREE... 
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DU5T 

you, IT'5 

l TUIHK. 


"DIWAH 5AIPU, A MAH UA5 
BROUGHT THIS LETTER FOR 
FROM THE DRIT15U 5ARKAR 


WHO KH0W5 WHETHER IT WILL 
PE A MALE CHILD OR HOT// 


I CAH'T DELAY THE REPLY 
AHY LOHGER...OH THE OTHER 
HAMD THE MAHARAHI 5HOULD 
GIVE PIRTH AHYTIME HOW/ 


At, ‘DfiJ* 


is ^ 




q:^ aTVC [e fie#- 


■ ■ :.v.. 

VV. ■ 


• . - 

' ■ ... - 


7A F-t 


■ 


rjftiS 


Vfcl V 
C *v 


- 


f **» 
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you SEEM TO Be DISTURBED ^ 
ABOUT SOMETUIWS. I WOMDER IF IT 
4AS AMYTHIWS TO DO WITH TUE LETTER 
TUAT ARRIVED FROM TUE BRITISH 

SARKAR TODAy. ^r 


YES, KRISHWAW 



TUE BRITISH SOVERNMEWT WAWTS TO KNOW IF TRAVAWCORE HAS A MALE HEIR OR MOT. 

IF I DO WOT REPLY IM THE AFFIRMATIVE IT WILL TAKE OVER IMMEDIATELY AMD IWSTALL ITS 

OWW REPRESEWTATIVE TO RULE THE STATE WITH IMMEDIATE EFFECT. 



I'M AFFRAID ^ 
WOT/ YOU 5EE 
THAT'S THE POIWT 


" BUT MAHARAWI LAKSUMI ' 
IS IW THE LAST STASES OF HER 
PRESWAWCy. SURELY THEY CAW 
WAIT TILL THEM. ^ 


I'LL HAVE TO REPLY IMMEDIATELY/ 
AFTER ALL l AM A BRITISH SUBJECT AMD 
DRAW MY 5ALARY FROM THE 
^ BRITISH SOVERWMEMT. 


/ euT \ 

MUWROE SAIPU; 

YOU ARE 

DIFFEREMT/ YOU 

ARE WOT LIKE 

THEM, 

YOU ARE MORE 
LIKE US AWD I 
KMOW YOU WILL 
\ PROTECT US/ / 


f , -M jp 



JF /t 


l w r i rfy |T 


fj/l i 

•Jm 

1 ..■ ■Jr. 3 


T jr .. J 1 
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f PADMANABWA, \ 

evERyowe 

SAys you wave 

LAID yOURSELF 
DOWN WERE. 
AREN'T yOU 
RESPONSIBLE 
FOR 

PRESERVING 
TUE ROyAL 
, DyNASTV? / 


, l~« ,1 1 


I * ■ 


m> I * 


r THIS LAND A 
IS yOURS TOO, 
IS IT NOT? IF IT 
FALLS INTO ALIEN 
WANDS IT'S NOT 
SO EASy TO 
, CLAIM IT 
rw BACK. 





■ r , 





hi. i —■ u >. : - 

ftiOyfx:-. frrZfXifa&mM •• • ‘ ■ vv v®7r 

. r . : XL-* • • • i 











> * i 

iii 




T I A 1 

y m 

i 6 

J 

1 1/ 


Yf i/ 

/\i 

W- / 

r 





^ IF My REPLy PROVES ^1 
WRONG, TWE BRITISH GOVERNMENT 
WILL NOT DEAL WITH ME SO LIGWTLy. 

I DON'T THINK I WOULD WANT TO LIVE 
v AFTER THAT TERRIBLE > 

HUMILIATION. 


^ 50 I'M GOING TO WRITE BACK^N 
SAVING TWAT A BOy HAS BEEN BORN 
^ TO THE TRAVANCORE ROyALTV. > 


IP^ SO, IF I'M X 
W PROVED WRONG, I'LL \ 
f DESTROy yOUR TEMPLE 
AND IDOL. SO yOU'D BETTER 
MAKE SURE THAT NOTHING 
OF TWE 50RT HAPPENS. 

O PADMANABHA, 
yOU KNOW THIS MUNROE 
k WILL DO EXACTLy WHAT 
\ WE SAy5 A 

k WE WILL/ 


I 

V ^ - ;VT » 

/ 


3 ' . 

I 1 

5 


1 J 
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to 

Or ^ a1 . 


ttcore 



TAKe THIS 
LETTER AND DELIVER IT 
PERSOWALLy TO 
I4EADOUARTER5. 


5/P/ 



MCIMROE 3AIPU, WAKE 
V C/p/ f'VE BROUGUT < 
GREAT MEWS' 
MAUARAMi UA5 GIVEN 
BtRTU TO A | 
BABV BOVf 


O PADMAWADI4A 
yOU'VE DONE 
r IT/ yOU'VE 
SAVED 

wTRAVAWCORE 
P AMD My 
A HONOUR/ 


DAy„ 



TUB MAUARANI GAVE BIRTH TO A PRINCE. HE WAS BORN IN 
W MONTH OF METAM. 





THIS CHILD GREW UP TO EE 
A GENIUS, A GREAT SCHOLAR 
OF MUSIC AND LITERATURE, 

A VALIANT FIGHTER AND A 
EENIGN RULER. 

IN FACT, HE WAS NONE OTHER 
THAN THE WORLD RENOWNED 
SWATI TIRUNAL RAMAVARMA 
MAHARAJA, 

HAILED AS A CHILD PRODIGY 
HE WAS A PATRON OF ALL THE 
ARTS. HE WAS KNOWN FOR HIS 
COMPOSITIONS AND WAS A 
MASTER OF THIRTEEN 
LANGUAGES. 

HE STARTED COMPOSING 
SONGS SUCH AS VARNAMS, 
^AVAUS AND KR1TIS AT A VERy 
YOUNG AGE OF SIXTEEN. 
UNDOUDTEDLy, SWATI TIRUNAL 
IS THE MOST CELEBRATED 
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C0MIC6 FOR 
GENERATIONS-' 


VIVALOK COMICS 


myths, legends 
and folk tales from India 


Vivalok Comics brings to you the wonderworld of 
Indian myths, legends and folk tales. Celebrate 
diversity of life, culture and the strength of pluralistic 
societies. Well researched and beautifully illustrated, 
these 64 page comics are collections that you can 
pass on... and on... 


^ CALL FOR 
ILLUSTRATORS/ 

Great opportunity awaits 
you in the world of comics! 
If you have a yen for comic 
book art then you are 
n. our person! 


Folklorists, researchers, 
collectors, activists... 
Do you have stories from 
your area— myths, 
.legends and folk tales? 

Do write in /t 
\ to us! l 


Contact us at: 

Vivalok Comics 
The Viveka Foundation 

25C DDA Flats, Shahpurjat 
New Delhi 110049 

e-mail: comics@vivekafoundation.org 


k ° 


fv> 
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The fascinating, dramatic, piteous^ 1 v t 
and hilarious world of myths, legends and \ 
folk tales enables us to see how intelligence 
confronts. power, compassion confronts wealth 
and women subvert a patriarchal world. It gently 

separates for us information, knowledge and wisdom, ^ - ¥ 

according most importance to the last. It gives us the 
skill to deal with the inherent ambiguity, messiness, 
complexity and absurdity of life's twists and turns, for 

participating in humanity's struggle for greater meaning. * t I I ■ ? 

Vivalok Comics brings to you this wonderwOrld through the much 
loved medium of comic books, which may be the closest thing to the proverbial 

» i i Vi? 

grandmother. For a world hit by a homogenous meteor, Vivalok Comics is a refreshing ^ 

depiction of the smallest geographical unit, the smallest societal unit, the smallest community. 

It celebrates the smallest suggestion of diversity showing us the strength of pluralistic societies 
It transports you, with each painstaking detail, to a different world. 


When a man's day begins with the sound of the waves of the Arabian sea, when he steps into the 
cool, dark temple of the Goddess Bhagawati, when he smells the fragrance of unhusked red rice, when 
he looks out of his window at the silvery backwaters fringed by stooping coconut palms, it's possible that 
he wants to write a book about the Sand of his birth. Such a book is Aithihyamata: The Garland of Legends 
It is a string of stories, as varied, mysterious, dark and playful as the monsoons of Kerala from where its 
author, Kottarathil Sankunny hails. If Moossu, the miracle doctor of Vayakkara, cures with commonsense, 
then Kochuraman, the smart little lad cures with a strange mantra. Meet the patriotic Diwan of Calicut, the 
yakshi of Kayamkulam, and the Namboodiri who shocked his community with strange rituals, 
k Explore the legend of Arakkal and Chirakkal and meet the most lovable elephant in the world! __ 
fill. Last but not least, swing to the lyrics of Kerala’s legends, Kunchan Nambiar and ^=|=§| 

Pi Swati Tirunal. All this and more awaits you inside! 


A CENTRE FOR ALTERNATIVE PERSPECTIVES 
25C, DDA Flats. Shahpurjat, 







